Abstract: The present 
INTRODUCTION
Perciformes, the largest order of vertebrates (Nelson, 2006) , containing about 41% of all bony fishes. It contains about one third of all fish species . They belong to the class of ray-finned fishes and comprise over 10,000 species found in almost all aquatic ecosystems. They are food fishes or game fishes or aquarium fishes. Perciformes means "perch-like". Fishes of the order Perciformes or Percomorphi or Acanthopteri are known as Percoid fishes or Percoidean fishes or Perciform fishes or Perches. In percoid fishes dorsal and anal fins are divided into anterior spiny and posterior soft-rayed portions, which may be partially or completely separated. Spinous dorsal fin well developed; soft dorsal similar to that of soft anal; the pelvic fins usually have one spine and up to five soft rays, positioned unusually far forward under the chin or under the belly; scales are usually ctenoid. Even though a few surveys (Lakshmi, 2009; Plamoottil, 2015a) and taxonomic studies (Plamoottil, 2015b (Plamoottil, , 2016 conducted on the fish fauna of Manimala River, no serious attention was given to the systematics of the percoid fishes in it. It is an endeavor to study some taxonomic aspects of Perciform fishes of middle level regions of Manimala River. Fish Collection and Preservation: Different types of nets are employed for fish collection. Dip nets, Gill nets ( Fig. 10 & Fig. 11 ) and Caste nets were used for this purpose. Nine percent formalin was used as preservative.
Live fishes were killed and fixed in formalin as they die in solution with all the fins expanded. Smaller specimens (less than 10 cm long) were directly put in formalin solution, while medium sized (10-30 cm long), prior to the fixation be given a longitudinal incision along the abdomen, without injuring the alimentary canal. Large forms (fishes longer than 30 cms), be injected ten percent formalin in to the muscle and the abdomen, where the abdomen is not rounded but with a keel, the incision was made on the left side of the fish.
Identification: Methods used are of Jayaram (2002 Jayaram ( & 2010 and measurements followed standard practices. Taxonomic identification is based mainly on meristic, morphometric and descriptive characters. Meristic counts or countable characters of body such as fin ray counts and scale counts are precisely counted. Morphometric characters are those which can be measured. The proportion of the measurement of one part of the body in relation to other parts is worked out. The measurement of a part of body is worked out as percentage of the measurement of the other parts of the body or of percentage of head length or standard length of the body.
Head length, standard length and total length are mentioned in mm length and measurement of other parts of body is counted as measurements in percentage of head length and standard length. For confirming the identification and proving the identity of fishes collected, detailed description of a species is necessary. Meristic characters such as fin ray counts, position of eyes, fins, shape of mouth, lips etc were all taken in detail. Various body measurements were taken from many similar specimens. Numbers of characters used, set of measurements and counts were different for different group of fishes.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Diversity of Percoid Fishes: Diversity is a measure of the degree of organization and efficiency with which energy, materials, space and time are used within a community (Payne, 1986) . The degree of complexity of a community depends upon the number of species and the evenness with which individuals are distributed among species. The maintenance of diversity is of utmost importance in an ecosystem. Human interactions often result in the reduction of diversity within ecosystem, particularly through the loss of rare species. Species Accounts: Conservation efforts require scientific documentation of the bio-resources along with details on their distribution and status (Easa & Shaji, 2003) . This requires inventory and systematic studies of the fishes. A detailed study on the different aspects of taxonomy of percoid fishes is helpful in the correct identification and to search for the presence of new species.
Ambassis commersoni Cuvier & Valenciennes
Ambassis commersoni Cuvier, Hist. Nat. Poiss., 2: 176 (type locality: Pondicherry) ( Fig. 13 & 14 (Fig. 15-17) .
Diagnosis: Tip of pectoral and pelvic fin reach anal front; space between 2 nd and 3 rd dorsal spines dusky.
Meristic counts: D-VII, 12; P-12; V-I, 5; A-III, 10; C-17; LLS-37; LL/D-7; LL/V-12; PDS-18. Remarks: The present fish is without a spine on the second dorsal fin; it is a major difference from its congeners.
Parambassis thomassi (Day)
Ambassis thomassi Day, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 369 (type locality: Calicut and Mangalore) (Fig.  18-20) . Other Features: Vertical margin of pre opercle finely serrated; its lower double edge more coarsely so, especially at the angle. Second dorsal spine longest; second anal spine equals the third. A prominent black line present near to the caudal region.
Channa marulius (Hamilton-Buchanan)
Ophiocephalus marulius Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822, Fishes of Ganges: 65, 367 (type locality: Gangetic provinces) (Fig. 21-23 ).
Diagnosis: A black white edged ocellus present on upper part of basal portion of caudal fin. Large black blotches adorn the sides of the long body. Sixty six scales present on the lateral sides of the body. Sixteen scales present before the dorsal fin.
Meristic characters: D-49; P-18; V-7; A-32; C-14; LLS-66; PDS-16. 
Channa micropeltes (Cuvier)
Ophiocephalus micropeltes Cuvier, Hist. Nat. Poiss., 7: 427 (type locality: Java) (Fig. 24-26) . Other features: Dorsal and dorso lateral sides are greenish dark; ventral and ventro lateral sides yellowish; dorsal and caudal fins with a light dark color; pectoral and pelvic fin yellowish; eyes are protruding. Young one morphologically different to adults; in young ones 2 black horizontal stripes run from the tip of head to caudal tip; of these upper one starts from the middle of the eye and reach middle part of caudal fin; the lower stripe starts from the lower part of upper jaw and ends in the middle of caudal fin. Adults devoid of any lateral bands.
Channa striatus (Bloch)
Ophiocephalus striatus Bloch, 1793, Natures. Ausland. Fische, (7) : 141 (type locality: Malabar) ( Fig 
Channa gachua (Bloch & Schneider)
Ophiocephalus gachua Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822, Fishes of Ganges: 68, 367, (type locality: Bengal) (Fig. 30-32) . Diagnosis: Fourty scales present in longitudinal series; twelve scales present before the dorsal fin; a black ocellus is present at the end of dorsal fin. 
Pseudosphromenus (Macropodus) cupanus (Valenciennes)
Polycanthus cupanus Valenciennes, Hist. Nat. Poiss., 7: 357 (type locality: Ariancoupan River, Pondicherry) (Fig. 33-35 ).
Diagnosis: Dorsal and anal fins long and provided with spiny and rayed portions; the former originates just above anal origin and extends posteriorly a little in front of post end of anal. Tip of pectoral and pelvic reach behind the origin of anal; a small black spot present at the base of caudal; first ray of pelvic elongated. 
Etroplus suratensis (Bloch)
Chaetodon suratensis Bloch, 1785, 1785, Syst. Ichth: 427 (type locality: Surat) (Fig. 39-41) . Diagnosis: Five to six slanting black bands present on the body; each scale with a fluorescent pearly spot on it. Pectorals with a large black spot at the base; dorsal with 18 spines; anal with 12 spines. 
Pristolepis malabarica ( Gunther)
Catopra malabarica Guenther, 1864, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (3) 14: 375 (type locality: hill ranges of Trvancore, Kerala). Pristolepis malabarica, Plamoottil & Abraham, 2013, J. Adv. Zool. 34 (1): 28-35 (Fig. 42-44) . 
